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1 Not Friends alone fuch obſequies n 3 
They make Mankind the mourner ; carry ſighs. 
Far as the fatal Fame can wing her way, 
And turn the gayeſt thoughts of gayeſt age 
; Down their right channel, thro' the Vale of Death, 
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ISAIAH,LVI.. 1, a. 

The W periſbeth, and no man layeth it to 
© heart, and merciful men are taken away, none 
© confidering that the righteous i 75 TORE away 
om rhe evil to come. ET 


; He hall ener into peace: u Pals 1 0 their 
beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs. 


ISE ASES of every fort, whether ani- 
mal, mental, or national, have their 
various ſymptoms ; by which their nature 
and ſtrength may be generally aſcertained. 
In the preſent caſe, the inſpired Penman is 
expoſing and lamenting the fad figns of na- 
tional depravity, which diſcovered itſelf in 
the total unconcern of the people at the loſs 
of the righteous and merciful” of that age. 
He had already deplored the peculiar ftate 
of the Watchmen, the ſpiritual Guides, who 
| 1 2 were 


C42 

were appointed to miniſter among them in 
holy things: they were blind; they were 
ignorant; they were dumb; they had nei- 
ther Wiſdom, Piety, nor Courage enough to 
proteſt againſt the wickedneſs of the times: 
no; they were ſleeping, lying down, loving 
to ſlumber; conſulting their own eaſe, ten- 
der of their reputation, afraid of contempt 
and ridicule; and, inſtead of warning the 
ſouls committed to their charge of the dan- 
ger of ſuch univerſal degeneracy and cor- 
ruption, they were looking every one to his 
own way: and what was that? the way of 
Intereſt and Preferment; for his gain from 
his quarter. Come ye, ſaid they,” to thoſe 
to whom they ought to have been exam# 
ples of gravity, purity, and moderation, 
I will fetch wine, and we will fill our- 
« ſelves with ſtrong drink; and to-morrow 


« ſhall be as this a * much more 
cc * abundant,” | 


| Such w were the Shepherds! What then 
muſt we expect from the Flock? If the 
blind lead the blind, ſhall they not both fall 
into the ditch ? The hiſtory of every ſuceſ- 

Pt _ five. 


L 5-7 | 
ſive period of the world confirms the truth 
of what the ſacred Writings ſo frequently 
obſerve, that, As with the Prieſts, ſo with 
be the People.” The Watchmen were diſ- 
tinguiſhed for every thing but—zeal for Gop 
and true Religion; who then can be ſurpriſed 
to hear that the nation at large was aban- 
doned to corruption and vice]! Who can 
wonder at being told that the few righteous 
and merciful among them were unnoticed 
and almoſt unknown ! And that, at their de- 
ceaſe, a careleſs, diſſipated, and profane ge- 
neration diſregarded the awful Providence, 
and never felt the * Loſs. 


Whether there be any ſimilitude between 
paſt ages and the preſent in theſe reſpects, 
let matter of fact and common ſenſe deter- 
mine. Our ſuſpicions are certainly raiſed by 
every apparent, dreadful ſymptom, And 
though. we ſhould exert the utmoſt Candor 
and Charity, we are afraid there is more than 
ſufficient Reaſon to adopt the language of 
the text with immediate application to our 
own Times. Not to dwell however upon 
this ſubject, permit me to take occaſion from 

| A 3 this 


[56] 
this paſſage of facred Wrir, not to amuſe 
your minds with an uninterefting moral 
'Effay, or with a pompous funeral Oration, 
bet, to explain the Character of the righteous 
and merciful--ro conſider the loſs which we 
foftain in being deprived of ſuch excellent 
Charafters—and to ſhew you in what parti- 
culars our Loſs is their eternal Gain. $8 


| + + hte: 
Tine Ear, nor leave thine Heart quite diſengag d, 
; On this dark Cloud an B, and rm gre 
 Cllghy. l n 


| Firſt then—In geteribing e the Character of 

the righteous and merciful, we are not to 
affect a parade of Learning and Ingenvity, 
or to pour contempt upon the Bible, by pro- 
ducing a variety of illuſtrations from hea- 
then writers, which is the faſhion of the day; 
but to have recourſe to the Law and to the 
Teftimony. Our buſineſs is with the ſacred 
Volume of divine Infpiration; and it becomes 
us ever to keep in eye that important maxim 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which is recorded 
in Row. Ai. 6. namely, Hay man pro- 

4 <« phecy, 
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7 « phecy,. ler him prophecy according to the 
« proportion of Faith *.” For it is very 
much owing to our inattention to this great 
rule of preaching, that ſo many things have 
been advanced by thoſe, who are ſet for 
the defence of the Goſpel, in direct oppo- 
Grion to it — that the Goſpeb itſelf has been 
perverted, not to ſay, ſubverted that peo- 
ple have been led to ſuppoſe that the Scrip- 
tures are ſelf· contradictory — and that the 
Authority of ſacred un 2 been W 
3 ; 


Tiny if I were to W * 8 
ut the righteous upon the mere Principles 
of Morality, or, what is otherwiſe called, 
natural Religion, every ſenſible and intelli- 
gent Perſon muſt perceive that I am indi- 
realy ſuperſeding the more exalted Princi- 

ples of divine Revelation; and that with all 
my profeſſional regard ro Chriſtianity, I am 
2 Deiſt in diſguiſe : to avoid which diſgrac- 
14 22017 1.» nt 

Kala TW AR Tx Tirws by the Analogy of 
Faith, or the general and conſiſtent Scheme or Plan of 


doctrines delivered in the Scriptures, 
| Wotrirs Cur. Plitlolog, 


16 * 1 
ing cenſure, I confeſs myſelf indebted to ſa- 
cred Writ for every Idea | ſhall advance upon 
this point. 


Leet it then be premiſed, that in a ſtrict, 
politive, and literal ſenſe, the Scriptures 
themſelves aſſure us that There is none 
& righteous, no not one.” The aſſertion 
may appear' ſomewhat remarkable ; but the 
reaſon of it is this, becauſe there 1s not any 
Character upon the earth which can ſtand 
the Teſt of the alone, unchanging, and eter- 
nal Rule of Righteouſneſs, the moral Law 
_ of God: when weighed in this Balance of 
the ſanctuary, it muſt be found wanting: 
for that Law is not what every man pleaſes 
to make it, but it ever did, it ever will, it 
ever muſt require of every moral Agent, 
who, as ſuch, is neceſſarily a ſubje& of Gop's 
moral Government, finle/s and perfect obedi- 
ence : it can no more change its Nature than 
its Author can change his: with Him, and 
with it, there is no variableneſs neither ſha- 
dow of turning. | 


„A reibe Law therefore; which: aver 
exiſted but in the corrupt imagination of a 
fallen 
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fallen Creature, is as groſs an abſurdity as a 
remedial Gop; and no man can poſſibly 
ſeparate theſe abſurdities from each other. 
The Law is holy, juſt, and good; otherwiſe, 
the Lawgiver muſt be the reverſe : would it 
therefore be for the glory of his Perfections, 
or for the dignity of his moral Government, 
to alter that Law, and accommodate i it to the 
corruption and depravity of ſinful men? 
Credat Judæus Apella a non ego. Is. not this 
to make the Deity himſelf an Abettor, 
a ſort of Miniſter of ſin? The advocate 
for a remedial Law may prate to eter- 
nity about Virtue, moral Excellence, 
and good Works, but he is entertaining 
at the ſame time ſuch an opinion as in 
its very nature extenuates the evil. and 
guilt of ſin. 


85 indeed, it is remarkable chat, the 
greateſt Eſpouſers of this faſhionable notion 
of a remedial Law, ſuited to the infirmities 
of human nature'in its preſent ſtate, have 
gradually departed from the truth of the 
Goſpel to Arianifm, Pelagianiſm, Socinian- 
n 25 i im, 
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iſ; Dat and, it is well 1 r ſhort 
of Acheifin itſelf · 7215 
But b return—A cola ok then, in 
a ſtrict ſenſe, cannot be fuch on account. of 
any perſonal Righteouſneſs of his own; nei- 
ther can the Law or Juffice of Go d pro- 
nounce him ſo, bur by the imputation of the 
righteouſneſs 6 of aflother ; that is, of the Lord 
Jzsus CnnisT: who is expreſsly called, 
« The Lok our Righteouſneſs: who was 
cut off, ſays the prophet Daniel, © to finiſh 
« tranſgreſſion, to make reconciliation for 
« iniquity, and to, bring in everlaſting righ- 
ce teouſneſs; and who fulfilled all righte- 
ouſneſs by his own perſonal obedience to the 
divine Law, on purpoſe to prove its immu- 
| | —  tability, 
ls it not more remarkable ſtill, that in a Land of civil 
and religious Liberty, like ours, people will ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be impoſed upon by Perſons, who fubſcribe 
one thing and preach another ? It is to no purple. to 
lay that. we ſubſcribe Articles of Faith ex officio, for pense 
fake ; for ie are required to ſubſcribe them ex anino, 


for Truth and Conſcience ſake: and to evade all . this 
by replying, That theſe Articles were worded in a 
doubtful manner, on purpoſe that people of oppoſite ſen- 
timents might ſubſcribe them, is in fa& to affirm that the 
Compilers of them, with all their avowed zeal for the 
Truth, were devoid of common Honeſty, 


EY 11 1 
Ain as well as the abſolute neceſſity of 
ſuch a perfect righteouſneſs to conſtitute a 
guilty creature legally nen in the men, 
Wr N 00 


* bis! is that nat by which dbra- 
bam was juſtified before Go ; to which the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles complains. that 
his brethren, the Jews, would not ſubmit, 
notwithſtanding their profeſſed zeal for the 
law of righteouſneſs, but went about elta- . 
bliſhing their own righteouſneſs, in oppoſi⸗ 
tion to it; and in which he hnnfelf :defired 
to be found ; for e Carrsr, ſays he, is the 
« End of the Law for Righteouſneſs unto 
4 every one that believeth;“ and again; 
« He was made ſin. for us, who knew no 
«' ſin, that we might be made . e | 
te neſs ee in him 
1 | 2 19 1 VII. * With, 
of See a 8 wk bebe 
this ſubjekt in PaxxuvasT's Gr. Lex. under the word, 
duxalos. This dofrine, we are, aware, .is very warmly 
oppoled, though generally miſunderſtood. And it 
ſhbuld be remembered, that it has been very ably de- 
fended and proved. And, to be prejudiced againſt any 
farce, of the Arguments produced to confirm its truth, 
is no ſign of our Senſe, Foneſty, or Candor. 
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- - Without this Righteouſneſs, which is ob- 
tained by imputation, and received by faith, 
the divine Nature, Law, and Juſtice cannot 
pronounce a ſinner rigbteous, at the judg- 
ment of the great day: it is morally impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould :, and therefore beware of 
treating it with neglect or contempt : you 
may plead philoſophy for rejecting this great 
truth of Chriſtianity; but, remember, we are 
not to be judged by our phileſophical princi- 
ples, | but by 4 the Word of Gor. 


a Do not however i imagine that, in contend- 
ing for the imputed righteouſneſs of ChRISr, 

in order to our juſtification at the bar of Gov, 
we would be underſtood to preclude the ex- 
pediency or neceſſity of that imparted and per- 
ſonal righteouſneſs, which conſiſts in a delight 
in the moral Law of Gop—in a penitent ſenſe 

of our daily want of entire conformity to it 

—an earneſt deſire and hearty endeavour to 

abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs—and in letting our light ſo 
ſhine before men that they may ſee our good 

works : theſe things are good and profitable. 

unto men; they ſhew forth the praiſes of Gop ; 


L 13 DES; 
they a are eſſential to the chriſtian chi ; 
and they conſtitute us righteous i in the fight 
of others : but ſtill we muſt have that better 
righteouſneſs of CartsT, which is without the 
deeds of the Law, and which is unto all and 
upon all them that believe, in order to our 
being righteous before Him, whoſe judgment 
is always n to truth. DEPT" 


-- 


As the * * — b are — 
together i in this place, we ſhall not conſider 
them as diſtinct characters; but as including 
each other: for they are certainly inſepara- 
ble in the ſame” character; and the righ- 
teous are ever merciful and liberal, accord- 


ing to their ability: they are men of real 


kindneſs, of univerſal benevolence, of un- 
feigned compaſſion. Their love 'to Gop 
does not conſume, but increaſe, their love 


to mankind: 'and the more affecting and 


abiding their ſenſe is of the divine Mercy 
and Grace to them, the more lively and vi- 


gorous are they in doing good to all men; ; 
according to that unbounded precept of our 


Religion, „Be ye merciful, even as your 


« Father which is in heaven is merciful.” 
* | wa 95 


14 
So that . without r is but 
an empty name; and 1 it is impoſſible there 
ſhould be righteouſneſs towards Gop, where 
there 1 is not mercifulneſs towards man. 5 po 


©? : 1 # 4 k 
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But alas! great and excellent as the Cha- 
racter of the righteous and merciful may be, 
it cannot ſecure them from the ſtroke of 
Death : they alſo are ſnatched away by "that 
incxorable Hand, which ſpares nor. Rank, 
nor r Sex, nor Age: - and 1 am ty ſhew, . 


— 


Adly , Whar «greats we mer faſt; 


1 true, people-may not be ſenſible of 
the Laſs : but why ? becauſe they do not 
 confider. it. They may not lay it to heart, 
when ĩt is told them; 3 becauſe they are ſo 
deſtitute of divine Love, of Zeal for the in- 
tereſts of Religion, of concern for the beſt 
good of mankind: for when the righteous 
and merciful are taken away, we loſe the 
benefit of their influence; eſpecially if they 
haue been raiſed by the particular Provi- 
dence of God to an exalted ſtation in life: 
then, the more extenſive their ſphere of ac- 
tion he OE their Loſs, And to a 
* | | liberal 
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liberal and pious Mind, a Mind capable of 
conſidering the degrees of influence; the tos 
of greatneſs: and goodneſs 1 in n. arr. 
tions is peculiarly affecting. N e 


Tbeir Example alſo dies with their Influ- 
ence: and how unſpeakably beneficial, | but 
O how rare are examples of Piet and Mercy J. 
We: are conſtrained to obſerve that they are 
too ſcarce in every age ; | but; ay for, the 
preſent, the very hiſtory of which would. be: 
a ſatire upon man and all humanity have 
ve not as much cauſe as the great Roman 
orator could poſſibly have, to ſay, Verum 
* bac genera Virtutum non ſolum in moribus noſ-, 
«tris, ſed vix jam in libris reprriuntur; charts. 
« guogue, guæ illom priftinam uirtutem con- 
© tinebant, | obſoleverunt.” Too many of aur 
Senators are ſunk into a ſpecies of diſgrace, 
for which we want a name . Our Com- 
| 2" monalty | 
® It is very well known that the Proſtitution, Ruin and - 
Death of numberleſs young Women, who might have 
been uſeful members of Society, lie at their Door : 
and it is to the unſpeakable Infamy of the Police of 
this Nation, that there is no Law to oblige theſe mer- 
citeſs Debauchees to make an honeſt proviſion for 
their unhappy Prey. No wonder that fuck people diſ- 
believe and reject the Chriſtian Religion! | 


e vidaned be 1 61 _ 
_ monally* are fo immerſed in vice ad nd Ce- 
chery, as'to make religion and decency their 
ſport; and, as for the oftenſible ſupport of our 
reformed Church, what ſhall we ſay, when 
we ſee Arians, Socinians, nay, even Infidels 
in our Pulpits—thoſe, who earneſtly contend? 
for the Chriſtian Faith, deemed the Enthu-' 
ſtaſts of the Day—the Preſs teeming with 
libels againſt all Government, divine and 
human — and Atheiſts triumphing in the 
proſpect of levelling the whole Fabric of 
Religion with the duſt: ** Down with it, 
ce down with it, ſay they, even to the 
« ground.“ «The prophets prophecy falſly; 
« and the people love to have it ſo. Shall 
J not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the 
ec Lonp; mall not my ſoul be avenged on 
cc ſuch a Nation as this ? - Say not this is 
Satire; for by the ſame rule,” the S Scrip- 
ture is Satire too. 1 

And e can we 7 the few remaining Ex- 5 
amples of the righteous and merciful at 
ſuch a Time as this? Can we ſee them drop 
around us, and not lay it to heart? Can we 
hear of cheir departure, and not conſider it? 

T * 0 
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O fooliſh. people and unwiſe ! What then, 
have we forgotten that they are the Lights 
of the World, and the Salt of the Earth? 
That they, like Abraham, are continually, | 
pleading with  Gop to deliver us from de- 
ſtruction ?—ls not an upright Judge —a zea- 
lous Miniſter a pious Chriſtian an Example, 
a Benefit, a Bleſſing to Society, to Mankind? 
If we were Chriſtians, Patriots, or Men, we 
ſhould feel, we ſhould mourn, the publie 
Loſs of ſuch. Examples, ſuch. Benefits, ſuch 
Bleſſings. But, with all our profeſſion of 
Patriotiſm and Humanity, the righteous 
periſneth and mereiful men are ren n 
** we 1 it not to Dark... ; 


* this pela Fg view 2 Cs Foal 
Proſpet ſeems to brighten a little In we 
recollect that | | 


+ odly, Our Lois is their unſpeakable Gain: 
for they are taken away from the evil to 
come, and they ſhall enter into peace, &c. 
Or, more exactly tranſlated from the H- 
_ drew, they areraken fron the coil, Ke. walk- 

ing before Fm. 75 | 
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B they 


could haſten their ruih 57and/that-wothing, 


L mn ] 
Tbey de taken ſtom the evil. And it 
may be very ſeaſonable to ſuppoſe that the 


Prophet might allude to ſome particular na- 
tional evil, which: was coming upon them; 
ſome gathering ſtorm; wWüch was ready to 
break over their guilty heads on account of 
cheir general defection and apoſtacy: itſhould 
ſeem that the people were univerſally infa- 
tuated; that from the leaſt to the greuteſt 
they were every one given to. diſſi pation, 
luxury, and every other abomination which 


but the moſt awfiil viſixation of heaven; was 
Ikdly to rouſe them out ef their ſtupid! ad 
lethargic ſtate : butz"before the cloud burſts, 
ia righteous and the merciful are taken away, 

as Lot was taken out of Vom 
devoted n... Hog 


{11 42401 long! 


It is, probable, indeed qhar _ Prophet 
might, refer za evil in general, bath ngrural 
and moral + for when therighteous arc fen 
away, they are delivered from this preſeat evil 
Worlds from the evil men and. mange, of - 
it; and from all the evil that is in it: and 
rr 1 every 


2 W 1 
every body muft Ind, that it is full of evil: 
ſo ful, that the heathen Philoſophers, who 
were bot favoured with the benefit of d divine 
Revilaticn; ; conjectured that we 'were nere 

m ſtate of puriithment for offences com- 
mitte in ſome pre-exiſtent ſtate. There 
i the evil öf SR; and the evif of Pain, A 
fiction, And bittet on accbüht-6f the mi- 
feires of others, ad ellas ür Sn there 
the Blaſp "NR the profane, the Op- 
Pens bf i the ps wetful, the Contem pt of 
the”: proud, bas All” the numberleſs Evits | 
whit 0 fen 6 fer is to; ' and which the righ- | 
tous more eſpecially ufer, until Death is 
an nt with A FTA from the moſt High 
to rake them away from all theſe ills. 

COU | 

Into what'? Into Annihilation ? O beni 
the diſmal, the comfortleſs thought! Loet 
not the yain Pretenders to reaſon and ſcience, 
falſely ſo called, lead thee. from the delight- 


ful Proſpect of a Future fate into the horrid 
gloom of Nor-exiſtence.” Let not their af- 


lecken Benevolenee deptive | thee of chat all- 
: * 5.4 9 be 2 2 £155; TIE ſup- 
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ſupporting Hope . Hence, ye profane 1, | 
who talk indeed of. 2 — and the pub- 
lic good, while ye are the moſt cruel Ene 
mies to the peace of mankind, "3 the ; moſt, 
dangerous Peſts _ of Society. O. my Poul, 
come not thou into o their ſecrets, unto their 
aſſembly. mine hongur be not thou. united ; 
let me live the Liſe, let me die the Death 
of the. rig rhteous : for. they ſhall , enter into 
Peace: = ſhall exchange this ſcene of: Sin 
and Sorrow, this world of diftration. and 
ſtrife | for perfect — and Joy. , they 
ſhall enter into, a World of Peace, where 
their peaceful Minds ſhall be ruffled and 


diſturbed. no more, but where the Gov of 


Peace and the Prince of Peace ſhall be. th bir ip 


WS IT} 


Goo 
NN W — 
= For Goodnels, Virtue, Science, all we love, By 
| Dream we, abet luſtre of the moral. world 
Goes out in ſtench, and rottenneſs the Ton 
__ Ol boñ che Soul übte ol inverter 
All Order. Go, mock-majeſty l go, Man! 
And bow to thy ſuperiors of the ſtall. 
4 erben graze the turf untill'd ; they drink che ſtream 
Unbrew'd, and ever full, and unimbittꝰ red 
ith doubts, fears, fruitleſs hopes, regrets, deſpairs 3 
Mankind's peculiar! 8 8 dower. 
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G0 and Prince, and the Realms of Peace 
their everlaſting Home. 1 5 
0 phe] ſhall reſt ih their Beds, thatis, f in cheir 
Graves which however formidable to the un- 
a righteous, are habitations of ſweet repoſe to 
tlie righteous and merciful : where the wick- 
ed ceaſe from troubling, and the weary are 
at reſts Their corruptible bodies ſhall be 
laid in the filent grave, there to remain till 
the morning, of the reſurrection: and then, 
this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, 
this mortal immortality, and Death. itſelf ſhall 
be ſwallowed up in victory: then, they, who 
have fallen aſleep in Jzsvs, and have dwelt 
in the duſt, ſhall awake and ſing; they ſhall 
return and come to Zion with ſinging, and 
everlaſting joy ſhall, be upon their heads; 
they ſhall obtain j joy and gladneſs, and ſor- 
r and ſighing ſhall for ever flee away: 
every one of them walking before Go p in 
his uprightneſs—in the immediate preſence, 
in the beatific viſion of Gop. and the Lamb: 
They walked before him upon earth, like 
Arubum and Moſes, ' ke Euoch and Naab, 
like Dabid and Daniel, and they mall walk 
before him in Heaven; enrolled with that 
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great multitude which ſhall ſand before. his 
throne, cloathed with white robes, and with 
palms of triumph in their hands; and he, 
who fitteth - upon the throne, ſhall. dwell 
among them; they ſhall, hunger no more, 
neither thirſt any more, for the Lamb. which 
is in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them 
and lead them unto living fountains of wa- 
| ters, and Go himſelf mall wipe away all 
n pn their eyes. 7 1g 20 54 of nt biel 


Such is the laſt End of the righteoilk and 
3 mereiful; whoſe Death is indeed our 
Los, but their on etertaf Gain. 1 have 
attempted to deſeribe their! ecellent Cha- 
racter, their peculiar Worth, and their fu- 
tufe Bliſs, in order to excite your atten- 
tion and awaken your concern about the 
things which make for your everlaſtin 8 peace; 
eſpecially at this time, in which we are 
aſſembled to lament and improve the decbafe 
of a Perſon of eminent Station, whoſe Cha- 
rafter exaQly correſponded” with that of the 
ko. n enen ful. 4 lend n ni 
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Pe Wat were inclined/to deliver a. Panegyric 
upon, the a of a great Man, 
2 1 13:9 2553110199 133 „H. ks Us Rick D te 


8 S | 4 Y * 


2 1 
I: pang oh field upon this occa- 
1 might draw che Character of an- 
e impartial Judge; a Magiſtrate, 
who has never failed to hold the equal ba- 
lances of ſtrict Jyſtice-and Integrity alike in 
the cauſe of the rich and poor; and who has 
done honour to every Court of Judicature 
in which he has preſided; uninfluenced by 
Power; unbiaſſed by Party; unallured by 
the phantom of vulgar Popularity; whoſe 
Dignity commanded Reſpect, and his unaf- 
fected Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion, Eſteem, 
In Him, you might behold ſuch a Magiſ- 
trate as AMy/es would have appointed under 
* He might have ſaid, with the greateſt Ornament 
of the Britiſh Senate — & I do not aſſect to ſcorn the 
1 opinion of. mankind ; I wiſh earneſtly for popula- 
« rity, 1 will ſeek and will have popularity ; that po- 
6 5 4 4. which follows, and not that which i is run 
« after: It is not the applauſe of a day, it is not the 
4 huzzas of thouſands; that can give a moment's ſatis- 
# faQtion to a rational Beings that man's mind muſt in- 
deed be a weak one, and his ambition of a moſt de- 
| « praved ſort, who can be captivated by, ſuch wretch- 
« ed allurements, or ſatisfied with ſuch momentary 
 gratifications,” 144 10784 1135491 * bes 2 
See Lord MAnsr1:LD's ſpeech upon Wilkes's trial, 
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the Theocracy, ' „an able man, one that 
« feared Gop, a man of truth, hating Co- 
« vetouſneſs: another Samuel, who might 
have ſtood up with equal Confidence in the 
audience of all the people, and have ſaid, 
as he did, „ Behold, here I am;- witneſs 
_ « againſt me before the Lonp; whoſe ox 
« have I taken? or whoſe aſs have I taken ? 
« whom have I defrauded ? or whom have 1 
« oppreſſed? or of whoſe hand have I received 
ce any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith?” — 
And all the people muſt have ſaid, « Thou 
& haſt not defrauded us, nor oppreſſed us, 
* neither haſt thou taken ought of any man's 
«- hand, the Loxp is witneſs.” 


Were I required to point out the once 
living Portrait of the real Chriſtian, 1 might 
refer you with the utmoſt propriety to the 
Principles, Spirit, and Conduct of this great 
Example of Righteouſneſs and Merey; this 
public Loſs: in whom there was, through 
divine Grace, an uncommon union of the 
Saint and Magiſtrate. Witneſs the many 
pony and CR Exhortations he gave in 
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open Court to thoſe unhappy Criminals upon 
whom Juſtice obliged him to paſs the ſen- 
tence of death, and whom he ever pointed 
to that only Refuge and Hope of Salvation 
fors —— Creature, the * uu. 


As. to his Knowledge of the Laws and 
Conſtitution of chis Country, i it is ſuperfluous 
for me to ſay, any thing, ſince. every body 
knows that, he was not only the Lord chief 
Baron, of che Court of Exchequer, but that 
be refuſed che Cbancellofſaip of this King- 
dom, when urged to accept it. What I muſt 
however beg leave to mention is, that, even 
upon the moſt important ſubjects of Religion, 
one might have ſuppoſed that an able Di- 
vine, a Father in Gop, was ſpeaking ; and 
that, with the meekneſs and humility which 
would have become a Scholar, but which, 
in ſuch a Maſter of the heavenly ſcience, was 
ſurpriſing: all who had the honour to know 
him, and to hear him deliver his weighty - 
and judicious Remarks, will be ready to teſ- 
tify that he had indeed imbibed both the 
Wiſdom and Spirit of that bleſſed Ixsus, in 
whoſe” Name he truſted; 3” in whoſe Righte- 
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eue lie triumphed z and df whoſe Ceſpel, 
ſince he Knew N, he never Was ahamed'F,” 


oi . 1 f en ban n b 6 55: 
"He was one of thoſe happy ae 


the Luxury and Extravagance of the preſent 
Day, Who, with the renowned Lord Chief 


Jalice Has, looked upon kimſelr as a 
Steward ; 5 and upon his Riches as 4 Stand 
Depoſit or Talent; of which he was to ren⸗ | 
der 3 an account to Him, who Had! entriifted 
him with chem. Hence, tice” from all the 
inſolepce of Wealth, and fr 0 om the pride of 
thoſe who boaſt of b he IE Ames, & 5400 
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+ As the term m 650g i is at this time very equivo- 


cal, and is applied to every thing almoſt; but What 
adeſcrves the Name, it may be proper to inform the 
World that een . Man s Ideas of the Gal- 
pel were derived primarily from the ſacred Scriptures 
themſelves; and ſecondarily from Archbiſhop Uſher's 
Prapciples of the Chriftian Religion. A Work, of which He 
muſt have been an uncommon Student and Admirer; 
for to my own knowledge, for I have had the honour to 
Ar at the'feer'6f this Camatie?, he could quote him upon 
every ſuitable occaſion almoſt verbatim; and uſed: very 

frequemtly to produce i aiithority to i luſtrate and con- 
Aird what he ſid. Andi whoever.will conſult that ex- 


.ceflent Book, cannot fail to be well. acquainted with 


dhe Sum and Subſtance of the Chriſtian Religion. 


mat —_ 
« the Ear heard, then it bleſſed him, and 


« When the Eye ſaw him it gave witten to 
him, becauſe” he delivered the p6or that 
«cried, and thé fatherleſs, and hirh chat 
« had none to help him; the bleffing of bim 
e that wWas ready to periſh came upon Him. 


ce and he cauſed the widow!s- beat ta N 
1 ö . 101 5 VII 


2 . P 
, - — 4 


? 


$131.11 ©.3 14 43 


'» It Te) be dariiys the Chute of Re- 
ligion were I to omit that, upon” his dying 
bed, and almoſt with his kalt breath, he 
bore the rongeſt teſtimony agai gainſt the two 
great evils of Iifidelity, and Saf- rn : 
"Firſt; by declaring chat, 00 nothing reconciled 
ct bith to death, but a Hope full of Immor- 
< tality:“ and afterwards, by adding chat, 
the Foundation of this Hope was, that 
ec e Jesvs CurisT was all in all in his Salva- 
< tion: and He that hath this Hope in 
kim al never be confounded : for this is 
that Foundation which Go !hiadſelf hath 
laid; neither is there Salvation in any othet; 
for there is none other Name given under 
l W Wa, . be 
* But 
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But now, this Pillar 1 . of. our 
2 is removed; this Star in our ſpiritual 
Firmament is fallen; this Light in the midſt 
of a crooked and perverſe generation will 
mine beneath the ſun no more. His exten- 
bye Influence, his bright Example, his pub- 
Utility is now for ever at an end. And, 
ſhall it be ſaid that there is none to conſider 
the Loſs we ſuſtain, none to lay it to heart? 
Go forbid Let us indeed be thankful that 
ever we were favoured with ſo great a Bleſs- 
ing, and let our being deprived of it force 
us to cry out in the fervent and pious ſtrain 
of a Saint of old, „ Help, Lox, for the 
« godly ] Men ceaſeth, for the faithful fail 
« from among the children of men; but the 


Co wicked walk on every ſide, and the vileſt 
cc of n men are exalted.” P 


After all, as the moſt efftctual way to 
dises this affecting Event, and to fopply 
this public Loſs, let us never forget that 

Righteouſneſs and Mercy unite to form the 
Character of every rea Cbriſtian; and that 
this Character muſt be our own, in ſome de- 
gree, if we would not ſuffer a much greater 
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Loſs, than that we now lament, the loſs of. 


our immortal Souls. For what ſhall it pro- - 


"> 


fit a man, though he ſhould gain the whole 
World, and loſe his own Soul? or what 


ſhall a man give in exchange for his Soul? 


And, if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ungodly and impenitent fin- 


ner appear? What! know ye not that the 


e unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom 
«: of GOD?“ But, « mark the perfect man, 
«and behold the e for the end of that 


2 man is Pe et 
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thoſe. who know not Gop and obey .not the 
Goſpel, of .qpr. Lord. and Saviour 1 ESUS 
C nals r? their end is deſtruction 5 for there 
is no peace, f faith my God, to the wicked: 
when, i in the pride, ignorance, and preſump- 


tion of their hearts, they ſhall ſay, Peace 


and ſafety, and flatter themſelves that all i is 
well, then ſudden. deſtruction ſhall. come 
upon them, as ſorrow. upon a ROAR, 05 
M3: and, they ſhall not eſcape. 


Beware therefore, I intreat you, of the 
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3 
tude of fianers, whether high or 148 1 
or poor, will never be admitted at the | bar of 
Go p, as any apology or. excuſe. for iin. 
Beware of dhe philoſophy. of the Ae; which is 
in fact nothing better than Infidelity and 
| Atheiſm in the moſt ſpecious diſguiſe. - Be- 
ware of thoſe faſhionedle Monſters, who would 
Perſuade you -that they are opening your 
eyes; and what's it to ſee? that, be houl is 
mortal-—that, Suicide is lanufuli--and; | that 
whatever elſe is material, the fear of Gon, 2 
future State, and a hope Full of Immortality, 
are very immaterial things. But what matvel 
2 * that theſe Gentlemen ſhould promiſe Us 
erios light and ktiowledge, if we with Hf. 
| | 5 to their dictates? Satan, theit Natter, 
3 adopted the ſarne method when he deteived 
Y our Arft Parents: but you will remember 
chat he opened theit Eyes to te knowledge 
of more Evil than Good: and it is owing 
to their Subtiliy, as ir was te to his, and! not 
to their Clearer dtſdernment, candor br Bo- 
neſty, that with” plauſibte” Words and Fair 
Speeches, they. begulle the ghoughneſs and 
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Beware of Mes +: and eſpecially of. thoſe 
eruel Foes:to the comfort of Sggiety, as well 
26 to the Religion of the Bible, who would 
eradicate, if it were: poſſible, every feeling 
true Piriy, under the artful-preteriae; of eman - 
cipating your minds from prejudice and bi- 
gotry. From ſuch men tum aπwy : their 


Sentiments are poiſonous ; their Company 


enſnaring; their Lives madneſs; and their 
End without honour. But, 


Is it in words 90 eise ? O ye fallen! 


— ———— ꝓCäm— 


| Fallen from the wings of Reaſon and of Hope ? 
Erect in ſtaturo prong. iq appetite 1 
Lern of argument, averſe warnt NES 
oaſters of liderty, faſt bound in chains, R 
Lords of the wide Creation, and the mahl, Li 
"More © Jenſelds 5 than th irrationals you feorn 1 
"V4 daring lohdels. (and ſuch | there 8 


- 
From pride, example, lucre, rage, revenge, 


Or pure heroical defect of thought! —— 
Of all earth's madmen, moſt deſerve a chain. \ 


ROY Au WA ; ©. 
Ina word, The ri bathe is gn every 


nf : more. qxeelens than bis Fender. 


De, memory o of che Julß js ableſſed, and 


their name ſhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
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tedus ſhine forth as the Sun in the 


Hes: They Frcs the common debt 
of nature; and, as 'Epietus- once told the 
Emperor, . To be born and to die, is com- 
ee mon both to Prince and Beggar: for it is 
appointed unto all men once to die, and after 
that the judgment: and then ſhall the righ- 


of their Father for ever. 7 
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B * PARTICULAR DESIRE, 


„HINxS and Obſervations on the Nature of 
| © Reſignation to the Will of G o p under 
cc Affliction z” delivered in a Sermon upon * 
20—22. and intended as a Sequel to this. 
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